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The Lord said: “You
are the light of the
world. A city set on
a hill cannot be hid.
Nor do men light a
lamp and put it un-
der a bushel, but on
a lampstand, and it
gives light to all in
the house. Let your
light so shine before
men, that they may
see your good works
and give glory to
your Father who is
in heaven.”
(Matthew 5:14-16)
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. and to those in the
tombs He gave life. ”

Beloved in Christ,

At the end of this month we will celebrate the most significant event in the history of hu-
manity: the resurrection of Christ. This moment in time is celebrated every year as we remind
ourselves of the great sacrifice of God, to bring us back to His Kingdom.

The age old questions, “Why are we here?” and  “what happens after death?” are answered by
Christ’s resurrection. Of course there are those who will deny this truth or, in order to justify
their own actions, will not want you to believe this. Yet, when you ask the above questions
and want a truthful answer, you can only look to God. The actions of God to create us were
actions of Love; pure and total love that were focused towards His creation receiving His
Glory and His Kingdom.

Our usual response to salvific history of God is to turn away from Him as we try to focus
only on ourselves and our momentary desires. This behavior, however, brought about the im-
prisonment of the soul, as the sin of Adam and Eve; and our sin ever since has become a lock.
This lock tightly secured the doors of Hades, where all souls had gathered. When caged, the
soul was not able to exist in the Kingdom, that for which it was
initially created. Thus the soul and thus humanity was imprisoned [§
from eternal life and in turn ceased to exist. The plan of God was
to set the human soul free so that once again it could dwell in the
Garden of Eden.

The fact that God became human reminds us that God’s salva
tion for us is not something He wants to impose on us. In fact,
He could have said the word and all of humanity would have been
saved. He chose, however, to come and to be like us and to suf-
fer under the weight of sin, in order that we understand that H
is a Loving God, who would do this for us, and only for us. He |
wants us to choose this new eternal life with Him and shows to u ;
that He, as a human, is ready and able to accept humanity. The power that death had over us
was going to be destroyed by a Loving God.

The power of death, this power to imprison the soul in Hades and to not let go of its grip,
is why Christ had to suffer Crucifixion. He had to face and ultimately defeat the power of
death on His own life and bring out of death’s grasp all those who had gone before Him and
all those who would pass away after Him. Those who believe in Him will be raised to eternal
life in the Kingdom of God. Mission Accomplished!

The only thing that remains in this mission of God’s is that we believe in Him. That we
make the effort to live the life that is asked for in order that we desire the Kingdom. We must
desire it as well: to have our soul free from the bonds of death, so that when we see the Light
of Pascha, we see our eternal life burning forever with God’s Love for us. In that Light, we
see the destrution of the power of death over our life, and the freedom in the Love of God.

Ko Avdotaon! A Blessed Pascha to all!
Yours in the Risen Christ,

Fr. y/éof(ojo.f cﬁra/{w
3fin’tuaf %auﬂ: ﬂz’rector



PAGE 2 /

Prayer of Sunday
Matins

Having beheld the Resur;
rection of Christ, let us
worship the Holy Lord
Jesus, the only sinles
One. We venerate Th
Cross, O Christ, and wel
praise and glorify ThyI
holy Resurrection; forl
Thou art our God, and wel
know no other than Theel
we call on Thy namel
Come, all you faithful, let]
us venerate Christ's holy]
Resurrection, For beholdj
through the Cross joy hag
come into all the world.l
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Let us ever bless the Lorci,

praising His Resurrec-
tion. for by enduring the
Cross for us, He has de;
stroyed death by death.
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Easter Oration ON THE
RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD

Yesterday | was crucified with Him; today | am glorified with Him.
Yesterday | died with Him, today | am made alive in Him.
Yesterday | was buried with Him; today | am raised up with Him.
Let us offer ourselves to Him who suffered and rose again for us.
Let us become divine for His sake, since for us He became human.
He assumed the worse that He might give us the better.

He became poor that by His poverty we might become rich.

He accepted the form of a servant that we might win back our freedom.
He came down that we might be lifted up.

He was tempted that through Him we might conquer.
He was dishonored that He might glorify us.

He died that He might save us.

He ascended that He might draw to Himself us, who were thrown

down through the fall of sin.

Let us give all and offer all to Him who gave Himself a ransom and

reconciliation for us.

We needed an incarnate God, a God put to death, that we might live.
We were put to death together with Him that we might be cleansed.
We rose again with Him because we were put to death with Him.

We were glorified with Him because we rose again with Him.

A few drops of blood recreate the whole creation!

About the Author...

St. Gregory the Theologian was from Nanzianzus (where his fathe
Bishop), and was Archbishop of Constantinople from 379 to 382.

time, he presided at the Second Ecumenical Council, and is the au

many homilies and discourses. He is only one of three Saints to be
“the Theologian”, the other two being St. John the Theologian (the d
of Christ) and St. Simeon the New Theologian.
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Why the Red Easter Eggs ?

After the Resurrection of Christ, St. Mary Magdalene went to Rome. Tradition teaches that when Mary
first met the Roman emperor, Tiberius Caesar, she held a plain egg in her hand and greeted him with the
wortds, “Christ is risen!” Tiberius exclaimed: “How can someone rise from the dead? This is hard to be-
lieve. It is just as likely that Christ rose from the dead as it is that the egg you are holding will turn red.”
Even as he spoke, the egg turned a brilliant red! She then preached the good news of Jesus Christ to the
emperor and the imperial household. Mary Magdalene told Tiberius all that Pontius Pilate and the leaders of the Jews had done
to the Savior, and preached the Good News to alll Now you know why we crack dozens of eggs at Easter!

For more information on Holy Week, visit the Great Lent site at www.gocanada.org/greatlent.
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Solve...

The Double Puzzle!

The puzzle below holds the words for the Word Search.

Hint: All the words come from
St. Gregory’s Easter Oration. Have fun!!
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“Each generation offers, my Christ, for Your entombment, in
hymns and songs its praises.” (From Good Friday Praises)
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Hymnography of Holy Week

T Behold, the Bridegroom comes in the middle of the night, and
blessed is that servant whom he finds watching; but unworthy
is the one whom he finds slothful. Take care then, my soul, not
tdfe oyeycomg9yvith sleep, lest you be given up to death, and
be shut out of the kingdom; but rouse yourself and cry: Holy,

Bmly, honBe yoBO God; through the prayers of the Theoto-
kos, have mercy on us.

T Your bridal chamber, O my Saviour, | see all adorned, but |
have no garment so that | may enter it. Make bright the mant
of my soul, O Giver of light, and save me!

1 _The soldiers Wgt%hing. )_/Lour tomb became as dead men at

D

J 3G Spldiers watching ' the
lightning fradh of the Angel who appeared and proclaimed the
Resurrection to the women. We glorify you, who destroy co
ruption; we fall down before you, who rose from the tomb an
alone are our God.
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IEcclesia’s Great Lent Special — Journey to Holy Week

As Great Lent has reached the half-way point, so hasiEcclesias special series on Great Lent, Hon
Week and Pascha! Join us every Friday for a new podcast program, with hosts Nick Asimenios and
Patricia Rakopoulos sitting down with various guests from all over our Metropolis.

This month’s shows include:
T
t Voices in PrayerThe Hymnography of Holy Week
t From Passion to ResurrectioBreat and Holy Week

Tune in to iEcclesiaby going to our websit
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Joyful Sorrow with Style and ColoufFhe Iconography of Holy Week

e, WWW.Iecclesia.com .
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quarters in Toronto. The Spiritual and Lay Youth Directors work jogethel
with the Metropolis Youth Board (Youth across Canada) for the cbntinual
progress of Youth activities and programs all across our MetroI!oIis. Tt
Patron Saint of the Metropolis Youth Board is St. Katherine the Great Mar

G ree k O rt ho d O X tyr (celebrated on November 25th). [

: The Youth Board consists of the following members:
Metropolis 0

The Youth Department is located at the Greek Orthodox MetropolI Head-

|
|
Fr. Theologos Drakos Spiritual Youth Director [
YO ut h Tim Prattas Youth Director
Tina Dimitriou Advisor |
Georgette Andreopoulos President I
c/o Fr. Theologos Drakos and Lia Tsotsos VP Ontario |
Mr. Tim Prattas, Youth Directors Raphael Panais VP Eastern Canada |
1 Patriarch Bartholomew Way Chn_s Economos VP Western Canada I
] Patricia Rakopoulos Treasurer

Toronto, Ontario M4H 1C6 Lia Karidas Secretary |
Phone: 416-429-5757 Foti VaSS”yadi Secretary I
Fax: 416-429-4588 Members: |
E-mail: youth@gocanada.org Dino Alexopoulos Njck As!menios George Haros_ I
_ Sophia Kanavas Vicky Nikolaos Joanna Panagiotakakos

Web: www.greekorthodoxyouth.ca Marina Stamatis Vikki Tsekouras
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Thoughts from the Bible— Mark 15:21-22

t that time, the soldiers compelled a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian,
the father of Alexander and Rufus, as he was coming out of the;’ :
country and passing by, to bear His cross. And they brought Him |
to the place Golgotha, which is translated, Place of the Skull.

How This Passage Speaks to Me...

After the soldiers mocked, flogged and humiliated Jesus, they led Him away to be

Golgotha. Imagine the blessing someone would receive by helping our Lord carry
the instrument of our salvation. But is it a blessing? Put yourself in the place of |
Simon and imagine the soldiers pulling you from the crowd and forcing you to
carry the cross. It was an instrument of torture used against the worst of criminals.
It was a scandalous thought to the average person to be associated with the cross
Yet, Simon humbly accepted this blessing without knowing that this system of tor-
ture would become the instrument of our salvation. Now consider this: would you
humbly and cheerfully accept God'’s call to service or would you grudgingly carry out this task? From the Gospel Read-
ing on the Third Sunday of Lent (Adoration of the Holy Cross), we hear Christ telling His Apostles, “Whoever desires to
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me” (Mark 8:34). This means that God wants us
to answer Him and to serve Him with joy in our hearts, not as employees who are compelled to do it, but rather as His
beloved children who accept His Word and cheerfully bear our cross the way Jesus bore His on the path to Golgotha.
God knows how much we can bear and will never give us more than we can handle. However, in order to receive our
blessing, we must remember that during the difficult times in our lives we accept our cross cheerfully with joy and love
in our hearts.



